
 
 

QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT NOACH 
 
Q-1.  (a) Why does 6:9 say, “these are Noach’s offspring”, and then tell us that Noach was righteous, rather than immediately listing his children (2 
reasons)? (b) Why did Hashem (1) specify that Noach a tzadik “in his generations” (4 views)? (2) use water to destroy Noach’s generation (3 reasons)? (3) 
give Noach the complicated task of building the ark, since He could have saved him without it (3 reasons)? (4) For how long did Noach build the ark?  (c) 
Why was he given that name “Noach” (5 reasons)? (d) With what sins had the world’s population become corrupt? (e) Why is the flood called a “mabul” (4 
reasons)? (f) What brit (covenant) did Hashem establish with Noach before he entered the ark (2 parts)? (g) How were the animals that entered the ark 
selected?  (Bereishit 6:9,14-20)  
 
A-1.  (a) The Torah (1) follows the principle of “zecher tzadik livracha”, i.e., when one mentions a tzadik, he immediately should praise him, which the 
Torah does for Noach; (2) teaches that a tzadik’s primary “offspring” are his good deeds (Rashi). (b) (1) (i) Noach, who was righteous in his corrupt 
generation, would have been even more righteous in a moral one; (ii) Noach was righteous compared to his generation, but in Avraham’s time he would 
have been unimportant (Rashi). (iii) Noach, spanning many generations, was righteous in all of them (Abarbanel). (iv) It teaches that Hashem judges the 
righteous people of each generation in terms of their own time and places them in each generation based on the generation’s needs (Sefer haParshiot). (2) 
(i) The dor ha-mabul were arrogant due to the plentiful supply of water from rivers and springs that Hashem had given them, and since they did not pray to 
Him for rain, He punished them with it; (ii) since the generation sinned by opening their ayin (eye) to forcibly take all they lusted after, Hashem opened 
every water ayin (fountain) to punish them; (iii) since they sinned with “boiling hot” immorality, He punished them with boiling water (Sanhedrin 108a). (3) (i) 
The elaborate preparations would cause the people to question why Noach was building the ark and give them a chance to repent; (ii) Noach became 
spiritually elevated by fulfilling Hashem’s difficult mitzvah of building the ark despite the people’s opposition; (iii) since the tzadik of each generation is the 
first to suffer for that generation’s sins, Hashem wanted Noach to “hide in the ark” while the Malach haMavet destroyed everyone else (Bereishit Raba). (4) 
120 years; (c) (1) after Adam sinned, men and animals rebelled against him, but with Noach’s birth, they “rested” from their rebellion; (2) Until Noach, water 
would rise and flood the graves of Enosh’s idolatrous generation, but with Noach’s birth, the water “rested” (Bereishit Raba). (3) Before Noach, people 
would sow wheat but reap thistles and thorns, but with Noach’s birth, they reaped what they had sown and rested from their labors; (4) Noach invented 
plowing and working tools, allowing people to rest (Medrash Tanchuma). (5) Mehtushehlach, who foresaw that Noach would “comfort” the world, warned 
Lemech not to call Noach by this name, lest the dor ha-mabul curse him with sorcery, which is effective only if the correct name is used – Lemech publicly 
called him Menachem, meaning, “he comforts us” (Yalkut Shimoni). (d) (1) Immorality and idolatry; (2) robbery; (3) even the animals mated with other 
species; (e) (1) it decayed (bilah) everything; (2) it confused (bilbeil) everything; (3) it transported (hovil) everything from a high place to a low place; (4) 
Hashem moved all of the corpses to Bavel; (f) (1) the food he brought onto the ark would not become moldy, and (2) wicked people would not be able to 
murder him; (g) only animals that mated with their own species and had not corrupted their ways were allowed on the ark (Rashi).  
 
 
Q-2.  (a) Why did Hashem call Noach a “tzadik” (righteous) here, but He called him a “tzadik tamim” (perfectly righteous) in 6:9? (b) Why did Hashem delay 
the mabul for 7 days? (c) Which animals (1) came to the ark on their own? (2) (i) did Noach have to capture? (ii) Why? (d) (1) What characteristic made an 
animal brought to the ark “tahor” (pure) (3 views)? (2) Where do we learn that one should avoid speaking vulgar language? (3) Why does the Torah later 
use this “vulgar” word? (e) (1) Since Berachot 40a says that a man may not eat before he feeds his animals, why did Hashem tell Noach to take food “for 
you and for them (the animals)”, mentioning Noach before the animals (3 reasons)? (2) Why did Hashem assign the formidable task of feeding all of the 
animals to Noach and his family, instead of His nourishing them miraculously? (f) Why did Noach, his sons, his wife and his sons’ wives enter the ark in 
that order? (g) (1) Why does 7:13 say that they entered the ark “on that very day”? (2) How did Hashem prevent people from destroying the ark? (3) Why 
did Hashem ban Noach, his family and the animals from having marital relations in the ark (5 views)? (4) Which 3 violated the ban by having relations, and 
how were they punished? (h) Which creatures, besides those in the ark, survived the mabul? (i) (1) How was Noach injured in the ark (2 ways)? (2) Why 
was he injured? (Bereishit 7:1-4,13-22)  
 
A-2.  (a) To teach that we should praise someone only partially when speaking to him but relate all of his praise when he is not present; (b) since the 
righteous Metushelach had died, Hashem delayed the mabul so he could be properly mourned (Rashi). (c) (1) Species that were not tahor (non-kosher); 
(2) (i) the 7 pairs of each tahor (kosher) species; (ii) since 6 of 7 pairs in the ark would later be slaughtered as korbanot, they did not come on their own 
(Ramban). (d) (1) Animals (i) with which no sin had been done (Zevachim 116a). (ii) which would later be kosher for Bnei Yisrael to eat (Netziv). (iii) which 
Noach could bring as korbanot (Sforno). (2) To avoid the vulgar word “tamei” (impure), the Torah uses the longer “lo tehora” (not pure) to describe the non-
kosher animals; (3) the Torah does use the word “tamei” when describing the halachot of kashrut and korbanot, but since the dor ha-mabul routinely used 
ugly, repulsive language, Hashem showed the importance of expressing oneself in a refined manner in the context of the dor ha-mabul (Rokeach). (e) (1) 
(i) An owner who protects his animals for his own benefit must feed them first, but since these animals did not belong to Noach, his chesed by saving them 
entitled him to eat first; (ii) all of the animals had different feeding schedules throughout the day and night, and Noach would have been unable to eat at all 
if he had to feed them all first; (iii) the ark had enough food because it was blessed through a miracle, and a righteous person has to eat first for the 
blessing to take effect, as Eliyahu haNavi did in 1 Melachim 17:12 (Oznayim laTorah). (2) Since the destruction of the world was the result of the sin of 
robbery and other uncaring behavior, Hashem wanted the builders of the new world to cultivate the opposite traits of chesed, kindness and mercy, by 
Noach’s family giving of themselves selflessly (Michtav Mei”Eliyahu). (f) The men and women entered separately since marital relations was banned while 
the world was in distress; (g) (1) they entered the ark in full view of everyone, but no one could stop them; (2) He surrounded the ark with bears and lions 
that would kill anyone who attacked it; (3) (i) Marital relations were inappropriate while the world was sharui be-tza’ar (in distress) (Rashi). (ii) Population 
growth had to be controlled to prevent overcrowding and food shortages (Malbim). (iii) Even if one has food, engaging in marital relations during a famine is 
banned, since relations while the world around them was dying was wrong (Ta’anit 11a). (iv) The ark, like the Mishkan, was a holy “tent of Hashem,” where 
marital relations were improper; (v) children conceived while the world was cursed would be cursed as well (Zohar). (4) (i) The dog had relations 
immodestly and was destined to be “tied” to its mate after relations; (ii) the raven was condemned to spit seed from it mouth to its mate’s mouth; (3) Cham 
had relations with his wife, and Kush was born in the ark covered with dark skin; (h) (1) the fish; and (2) Og, who promised to be the slave of Noach’s 
offspring – Noach left a plank outside the ark for him to sit and gave him food (Sanhedrin 108b). (3) Since the Re’aim and its mate were too large to be in 
the ark, Noach tied them to the outside of the ark (Bereishit Raba). (i) (1) (i) He was coughing and spitting blood from caring for the animals; (ii) a lion 
attacked him when he delayed feeding it; (2) tzadikim are punished in this world for whatever sins they commit (Rashi). 
 
 
Q-3.  (a) When 8:1 says that Hashem remembered [the merits] of the ark’s animals, to what 2 merits does this refer? (b) Why does 8:2 say, “the fountains 
of the deep closed”, but before, 7:11 says, “‘all’ of the fountains of the deep opened”? (c) (1) On what date did the (i) rain begin? (ii) 40 days of rain end? 
(iii) 150 days of swelling water end? (iv) ark rest on Ararat? (v) Noach open the window? (vi) Noach remove the ark’s cover? (vii) earth become dry? (2) 
How long were the mei ha-mabul (floodwaters) on the earth?  (d) Did it rain down on all of the earth? (e) Since the mabul destroyed all vegetation, from 
where did the dove get the olive leaf that it brought back to the ark? (f) What was the origin of the “ruach” that Hashem used to stop the water (2 views)? 
(g) At what age does one begin to be influenced by the yeitzer hara? (h) What are the the earth’s six 2-month seasons, and when do they begin and end? 
(i) (1) After the mabul, where did Noach build an altar? (2) Who else built altars on that exact place? (3) In addition to thanking Hashem for saving him and 
his family, why did Noach feel that he had to offer korbanot to Hashem? (Bereishit 8:1,11-22)  
 



A-3.  (a) They (1) had not acted corruptly by mating with other species; (2) did not have relations while in the ark; (b) Some “fountains”, such as the hot 
springs of Teveria, did not close; (c) (1) (i) 17 MarCheshvan; (ii) 28 Kislev; (iii) 1 Sivan; (iv) 17 Sivan; (v) 10 Elul; (vi) 1 Tishrei; (vii) 27 MarCheshvan; (2) 
one solar year – 365 days – since the rain began on 17 MarCheshvan, and the earth dried on 27 MarCheshvan the following year – a solar year is 11 days 
longer than 12 lunar months (Rashi). (d) No, it did not rain on Eretz Yisrael, but the water that covered Eretz Yisrael flowed in from Chutz la’Aretz; (e) the 
trees of Eretz Yisrael were not destroyed, and the leaf came from Har haZeitim (Mount of Olives) (Ramban). (f) (1) After Hashem “remembered” Noach, he 
caused a spirit of mercy to pass over the world (Bereishit Raba). (2) It was the “ru’ach” (spirit) that hovered over the earth at Creation (1:2), which Hashem 
now used to re-create the world (Medrash Tanchuma Yashan). (g) From the moment he leaves his mother’s womb; (h) (1) seedtime (15 Tishrei-14 Kisleiv), 
(2) cold (15 Kisleiv-14 Shevat), (3) winter (15 Shevat-14 Nisan), (4) harvest (15 Nisan-14 Sivan), (5) summer (15 Sivan-14 Av), (6) heat (15 Av-14 Tishrei) 
(Rashi). (i) (1) On Har haMoriah; (2) (i) Adam; (ii) Kayin and Hevel; (iii) Avraham; (iv) Shlomo haMelech (Rambam -- Hilchot Beit haBechirah 2:2). (3) When 
Hashem told Noach that he was going to destroy the world, Noach should have asked Him to not destroy mankind, like Moshe, who prayed for Bnei Yisrael 
after the cheit ha’eigel and the cheit ha-meraglim – Noach realized his mistake and offered korbanot to ask forgiveness (Bamidbar Raba). 
 
 
Q-4.  (a) (1) Which 6 mitzvot Bnei Noach (Noahide laws) did Hashem command Adam? (2) Which is the 7th mitzvah that He commanded Noach after the 
mabul? (3) When Hashem allowed mankind, after the mabul, to eat animal flesh, what 2 restrictions did He impose? (b) Where does the Torah ban 
committing suicide? (c) (1) Why does an intentional murderer deserve to be executed? (2) Why did Hashem command “be fruitful and multiply” after stating 
the punishment for murder? (d) Why is the rainbow the sign that Hashem will never again destroy all of humanity? (e) Which 2 generations had no 
rainbows? (f) Why does 9:21 spell “ohalo” (his [Noach’s] tent) with a letter heh at the end, instead of a vav? (g) (1) What disgraceful act did Cham commit 
(2 views)? (2) How was Shem rewarded for honoring Noach (3 ways)? (Bereishit 9:3-27) 
 
A-4.  (a) (1) Bans on (i) birchat Hashem (blasphemy), (ii) avoda zara (idolatry), (iii) gilui arayot (immorality), (iv) shefichat damim (murder), and (v) gezel 
(theft); and (vi) Dinim (establishing courts to enforce the other mitzvot); (2) the ban on eiver min ha-chai (eating a live animal’s limb, since pre-mabul, eating 
any meat was not allowed (Sanhedrin 56a-b). (3) Not consuming a living animal’s (i) flesh (eiver min ha-chai), and (ii) blood (dam min ha-chai); (b) 9:5 
says, “ve’ach et dimchem le-nafshoteichem edrosh” (but the blood of your souls I will demand); (c) (1) because Hashem created the murderer’s victim in 
His image; (2) this tells us that one who abstains from reproduction is like a murderer (Rashi). (d) The rainbow resembles a reverse bow, signifying that 
Hashem will aim no more “arrows” at the world to destroy mankind (Ramban). (e) In the generations of (1) Chizkiyahu haMelech and (2) Rebi Shimon bar 
Yochai, Bnei Yisrael were tzadikim gemurim (completely righteous) and did not need the sign of the rainbow to protect the world from a mabul (Rashi). (f) 
“Ohalo” with a heh also can be read “Ohala”, a name referring to the 10 tribes who went into exile over matters of becoming drunk with wine; (g) (1) Cham 
(i) emasculated or (ii) had immoral relations with Noach; (2) (i) Hashem gave Eretz Cana’an, originally part of Cham’s territory, to Shem’s offspring; (ii) 
Cana’an’s offspring were servants of Shem; (iii) the Shechina rested in the 1st Beit haMikdash built by Shlomo, Shem’s offspring, while It did not rest in the 
2nd Beit haMikdash built by King Koresh (Cyrus), Yafet’s offspring (Rashi). 
 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) The Torah names the nations descended from Yafet, saying (10:5), “in their lands, each according to its language, their families, in their 
nations”, but when naming Cham’s and Shem’s offspring (10:20,31), why does it give a different order, “by their families, their languages, in their lands, in 
their nations”? (2) How do we know that Yafet was 2 years older than Shem? (3) Why does 10:21 call Shem “Yafet’s brother”, but not “Cham’s brother”? (4) 
How do we know that Eiver was a navi?  (b) (1) What were Nimrod’s two other names? (2) What do these 3 names represent? (3) Besides being a skilled 
hunter of animals, how was Nimrod “gibore tzayid” (mighty at trapping)?  (Bereishit 10:2,8-9,20-31)  
 
A-5.  (a) (1) Yafet’s offspring, who settled in the islands (10:5) and separated from others, were nations via common land, developing common language 
and families, but Shem and Cham lived on one land mass, first developing families and separate languages, then land boundaries (Oznayim laTorah). (2) 
Noach began having children at age 500 (5:32), and the mabul began when he was 600 (7:11). Since Shem was 100 years old 2 years after the mabul 
(11:10), Yafet had to have been born 2 years before Shem; (3) Shem and Yafet honored Noach, but Cham disgraced him; (4) He named his son Peleg for 
an event that had not yet occurred – the world was divided (nifliga) in the last year of Peleg’s lifetime (Rashi). (b) (1) Amrafel and Cush; (2) (i) Nimrod 
means “caused rebellion”, since he persuaded others to rebel against Hashem; (ii) Amrafel means “he who cast Avraham into the cauldron” from which 
Hashem saved him; (iii) “Cush” means that Nimrod was Cush’s offspring (Bereshit Raba). (3) He was able to ensnare people orally to rebel against 
Hashem (Rashi). 
 
 
Q-6.  (a) (1) Before the construction of the Migdal Bavel (Tower of Babel), what was the safa achat (one language) spoken in the whole world? (2) How do 
we know this (2 explanations)? (b) (i) What was the goal of each of the 3 groups who combined to build the migdal, and (ii) how did Hashem punish each 
group? (c) (1) Why did the Hashem, who is Omniscient, “descend” to earth to see what the people were doing? (2) Why are they called here “bnei adam” 
(sons of adam)? (d) Why did the mabul’s generation, who gave into their lusts, deserve death, but the migdal builders, who rebelled against Hashem, did 
not? (e) How old was Avraham when Noach died? (Bereishit 11:1-9,26) 
 
A-6.  (a) (1) Leshon ha-kodesh (the holy tongue - Hebrew) (Rashi). (2) (i) Adam called his wife isha from the word ish (2:23), showing that he spoke 
Hebrew – the safa achat must have been Hebrew (Siftay Chachamim). (ii) The gematria of “safa achat” is the same as “leshon ha-kodesh” (Ba’al haTurim). 
(b) One group wanted (1) (i) to live on top of the migdal so the water would not reach them in case of another mabul – (ii) Hashem scattered them across 
the world; (2) (i) to “make themselves a name” by worshipping idols atop the midgal – (ii) Hashem confused them with different languages; (3) (i) to wage 
war against Hashem – (ii) Hashem transformed them into monkeys and demons (Sanhedrin 109a). (c) (1) To teach judges that they should not convict 
someone until they personally have seen all of the evidence; (2) they acted like Adam, who had denied Hashem’s benevolence when he blamed his sin on 
Hashem’s giving him Chava (Rashi). (d) The mabul generation were robbers, hostile to each other, while the tower builders behaved with love and 
friendship toward each other – this teaches us that hateful conflict can be fatal, but peaceful interactions are admirable and make people worth saving 
(Rashi). (e) 58 years old – Avraham was 48 at the haflaga (the dispersion of the languages), and Noach died 10 years later (Seder Olam).  
 
 
Q-7. In the haftara, (a) to what does the navi compare the floodwaters of Noach? (b) When the navi says that Hashem “swore” that the floodwaters of 
Noach would never again pass over the earth, with what words did He swear?  (Yeshayahu 54:9) 
 
A-7.  (a) The flood is compared to Bnei Yisrael’s suffering in galut, and the post-flood covenant is compared to the glory of the geula (Radak). (b)  Hashem 
said twice “lo osif” (I will not again [curse the land and obliterate every living being] – 8:21), and Shevuot 36a says that the repetition constituted an oath 
(Rashi). 


